
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Conspiracy,” is number 45 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship    

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events!

Monday:
    7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Connections: Fall Growth Groups
    We never were meant to live life on our own. Although we like to 
take pride in our sense of independence, the truth is that we need each 
other. We belong to each other. However, living life together isn’t easy. 
It can be messy and vulnerable, convicting and fearful. It can force us to 
practice patience and forgiveness. It can make us extend grace beyond 
grace. Oh, but it can also heal us and transform us and make us into 
new and radiant beings. Our hope is that the Growth Group ministry at 
Aldersgate would be a safe place for you, for all of us, to journey through 
life together. These groups are made up of about 8-14 people who meet 
weekly, either on Sunday or Wednesday evenings, in homes. They spend 
an hour and a half sharing life together, praying for one another, reading 
the Scriptures, discussing the week’s sermon, and supporting each other. 
If you are interested in connecting with others and God in a different 
and more intimate way than we experience in corporate worship, then I 

invite you to sign up for a Growth Group. Groups will meet for 11 weeks, beginning the week of September 
13th and concluding the week of November 15th. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at 
(210) 849-9122 or jessica@aldersgateabilene.org.  — Jessica Watson



   Children’s Ministry: Kids Serving and Caring for Others!

Summer Mission Trips: Wichita Falls, TX & Slidell, LA
      This is mission trip season at Aldersgate! Last week, 
our congregation sent a team to provide eye exams to 
people in Panama. Today, we will commission two 
short-term mission teams. A team of youth, led by 
Daniel Mathis, will leave today to serve in Wichita Falls 
through UM ARMY (United Methodist Action Reach-
out Mission by Youth). They will return on the 18th. 
Sunday, the 19th marks the beginning of a weeklong 
mission in Slidell, Louisiana, where a team led by David 
Feemster will participate in disaster relief work that 
remains 10 years after Hurricane Katrina. Please pray 
for our teams as they meet and serve people in Wichita 
Falls and Slidell, sharing the love of God in everything 

Tori Dunnam
Avery Griffith
Toby Harnage
Hilda Hartmann 
Michael Hartmann 

Betsy Feemster
David Feemster
Amy Wilson Feltz
Gracie Furr
Jocelyn Furr

Youth at UM ARMY in Lubbock Summer 2014

Slidell, LAWichita Falls, TX
Natalie Furr
Davis Haney
Larry Haney
Mary Haney
Tod Wilson

Phoebe Head
Jaret Jaklewicz
Becky Mathis
Daniel Mathis

      This year at Vacation Bible School, our service project was compiling 
bags to give to people who ask for help on the side of the road. I’d like 
to share a story about one child’s experience with the bags. Samantha, 
Jaxson’s mother, works downtown, so that’s where they decided to pass 
out the bags. With only one bag left, each time Samantha pointed out 
someone who needed the last bag, Jaxson always replied, “That’s not the 
right person.” 
       Later, as they were getting out of the car to attend a family gathering, 
Jaxson brought in the last bag to give to a family member. Samantha 
questioned this because although the person had been struggling 
financially, she was not homeless. But Jaxson insisted, saying, “God says 
so!” He went in and proudly handed the bag to the family member, saying, 
“God loves you!” She was so excited and said she needed all of those 

items, even taking out the deodorant and comb to use immediately. Samantha had no idea the person was 
struggling so much, but she was thankful that Jaxson had listened to God and had given her the bag. 
      This story reminds me of Jesus saying that unless we become like little children, we will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. May we all become a little more child like this week, not worrying so much about what 
people might think but listening with the intent to do what God says. — Alayna Brooks 



ALIVE in the Spirit: Conspiracy
Genesis 2:4-7
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

spirare



    I’m Morgan Woods. Some of you may 
know me as the daughter of Sid and K.B. 
Woods. I attend Youth at Aldersgate 
and recently went to Camp Eagle with 
our Youth Group. The experience was 
incredible! It is amazing how much growth 
can go on in just three days! The theme and 
question was, “Who sits on your throne?” 
That really challenged us to think about 
what we put on our “throne,” whether that 
is beauty, sports, technology, or ourselves.  
   While we were growing in our faith, we 
also enjoyed lots of fun activities. Camp 
Eagle is home to the biggest zip line in 
Texas (3,000 feet long!). I think I speak for 

all when I say that it was one of the most exciting things we did! Other fun activities included kayaking 
down the Nueces River, swimming at the waterfront, worshiping with The Hardcastles, a Christian worship 
band, riding the super swing, and of course blobbing people at the river!   
     I would like to thank the Aldersgate community for making this trip happen. We truly appreciate your 
prayers and support. — Morgan Woods

College Ministry:  Weekly TED Talks

Youth Ministry: Who Sits on Your Throne?

     As I noted last week, I have enjoyed taking the time to meet 
students at McMurry for lunch while we watch and then discuss 
a TED talk. I thought I might fill you in on some of the discussion 
that took place at our last gathering. We viewed a short film that 
highlighted the effects of income inequality upon societies. The 
research is really pretty remarkable. Across the world, societies 
(countries) with higher income inequality consistently experience 
higher levels of social problems, including percentages of life expectancy, literacy, homicide, school drop-
outs, imprisonment, teenage pregnancies, mental health, trust, social mobility, and obesity. 
    Wow, that’s quite a list. This is the information that confronted our little lunch group, and then we took 
time to voice our thoughts, concerns, and questions. This is when college students really surprise me. One 
theme surfaced from our conversation: We were created to live in closer community. We talked about the 
reality that God never created us to live in communities or societies with such division, and that we are 
experiencing the effects of that division. These students accepted the reality that they are entering into a 
world with such deep needs, and they expressed their feelings of responsibility to be a part of the much-
needed healing and restoration of the hurting people around them. Thanks be to God! If you would like, you 
can check out Richard Wilkinson’s talk for free at www.ted.com.  — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       7.5.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 173
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 112

Total Worship Service Attendance =  288                               
 Sunday school = 154

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



by Pastor Steve We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: 
A Conversation in 
the Art of Spiritual 
Reading by Eugene 
H. Peterson. If you 
would like a copy, 
please call the church office at 
672-7893, or make a note on the 
welcome card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word                 

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:    Genesis 2:4-25 
Mon:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Tue:    Isaiah 61:1-4       
Wed:   Ephesians 5:15-6:9
Thur:  Philemon 1:8-19                      
Fri:      Hebrews 13:1-8
Sat:      James 5:1-6         

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:    Matt 23, Luke 20-21
Mon:  Mark 13
Tue:    Matt 24
Wed:   Matt 25
Thur:  Matt 26, Mark 14
Fri:      Luke 22, John 13
Sat:      John 14-17
           
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

    On one occasion an expert in the law stood 
up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus replied, “What 
is written in the Law? How do you read it?”  The 
man answered, “’Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus replied, 
“You have answered correctly. Do this and you will live.” Luke 10:25-28
   We are growing more accustomed to the Jesus Creed (Jesus’ great 
commandment to love) as we read it together each Sunday as a 
springboard into worship. It is my hope that you also say it regularly 
throughout the week when you’re waiting in line, sitting at stop lights, 
and even in the middle of difficult conversations with others (under 
your breath, please).
      Another very interesting and important aspect of the above passage 
is a question Jesus asks that we often overlook. He asked the expert in 
the law how he reads the Scriptures/the Law.  If Jesus were to ask you 
that question, how would you answer?  
   As per our Protestant Methodist tradition, Pastor Amy and I are 
insistent that reading, knowing, and living Scripture is central to 
spiritual growth and transformation into further Christlikeness. 
We cannot become more deeply devoted disciples of Jesus without 
reading Scripture. However, how you read the Bible is just important 
as or even more so than simply reading it.
     One of our greatest temptations in reading Scripture is that we read 
it seeking to get out of it what we think we want and need from God. 
This will lead us to use Scripture to try and justify ourselves and prove 
others wrong. This approach to reading places us at the center of the 
text rather than God. Reading Scripture for our own purposes is very 
tempting, yet very dangerous.
   I invite you to consider Jesus’ question, “How do you read it?” 
Eugene Peterson writes in Eat This Book (see right): “It is possible 
to read the Bible from a number of different angles and for various 
purposes without dealing with God as God has revealed himself, 
without setting ourselves under the authority of the Father, The 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.” When we read, may we first and foremost 
humble ourselves to the voice of the one who is always at work in our 
lives. May we then give God permission to speak to us personally 
while reading on God’s terms.           


